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A BSTRACT. A new Arabian record is given of the rare mclectine bce Paracrocisa
sinait ica Alfken. Addit ional notes on the morphology of thc genus, with drawings of some
structural features, are supplied as well as a map of the known distr ibution of Paracrocisa.

Among the reôent acquis i t ions of  sol i tary parasi t ic  becs in the col lect ion of  the Br i t ish
Museum (Nat. Hist.) a unique specimen was found of the mele ctin e Paracracisa sinait ica Alfken,
or ig inal ly  descr ibed f rom the Sinai  Peninsula.  As bees in th is genus are only seldom
encountered,  a ncw record for  th is species in the extreme E corner of  Arabia,  deserves specia l
at tent ion.  I  wish to thank Mr.  George R. Else,  of  the Hymenopt,era sect ion,  who permit ted me
to ident i fy  th is and other melect ines in the col lect ions under h is care.

Mater ia l .  *  ARABIA: l  i i  (d issccted,  f ig.  l -4) ,  Oman Sul tanate,  Muscat  (Cul f  of  Oman),
Ruw i ,  I I I . l 976 ,  K .  M .  Gu i cha rd  (BM) .

A perfectly fresh specirnen of P. sinait ica in excellént condit ion, agreeing in almost cvery
respect with the few known examples of that sex from Israël, Sinai and Egypt, photographed and
f igured in my previous account ( loc.  c i t . ,  p l  .2, | ig.9 and text f igs) .

Fig. I -4. Paracrocisa sinait ica Alfken, g from Muscat; l ,  frontal view of labrum, scale-l ine I mm;
2,  antenna, scale- l ine 4 mm; 3,  h ind tarsal  c law, obl ique vcntra l  v iew; 4,  apical  part  of  r ight
gonocoxite with appendage s, mf : "membranous f lap". Fig. 5. P. kuschakewiczi
(Radoszkowski) ,  Ç f rom Konya (Turkey),  apex of  r ight  mid t ib ia,  inte r ior  v iew, s :  t ib ia l  spur.
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tarsal  c law in both sexes is  but  l i t t le  shorter  than the outer  (main)  branch,  but  on the mid
and hind tarsi of Paracrocisa the inner ramus is much the shortest, compressed and plate-shaped,
most conspicuously so in the male ( f ig.  3) .  This condi t ion is  only rarely met wi th in Melecta,
v iz a lnrost  exclusively in the males of  the species group oT M. punctota (Fabr ic ius) .  I t  must
be noted also, that the labrum of P. sinait ica is sl ightly longer than that of P.
ku.çchakewiczi ,  but  the existence in that  species of  a smal l  apicaf  mid-marginal  prominence is
apparent ly  var iable,  as i t  is  lacking in two of  the three s inai t ïca males st i l l  before
me at  present ( f ig.  l ) .  The antenna is shown in f ig.2.

The distr ibution of Paracracisa (see rnap, f ig. 6) largely overlaps that of the al l ied
gencrt Eupavlovskia lnd Melecta, muny representativcs of the lust.mentioned genus
being now known to occur s imul taneously in apparent ly  s imi lar  s i tuat ions.  The discovery of  P,
sinail ica so far to the east means an important extensiôn of i ts known range.

Unfortunately nothing is  yet  known about the host  re lat ions of  these bees.  As suggested ear l ier
by Popov (in Lieft inck, 1972: 255-260\, they are most l ikely parasit ic CIn species of the
subgenus Paramegil la Friese of Anthophora, and maybe also on the equally vernal members
of Ilabropoda and Anthophoro s.str.
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